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Satire’s my weapun; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargocs, sharpers, and directors.— Pops. 


INADEQUACY OF THE SUBSCRIPTION FOR 
THE RELIEF OF THE FAMINE IN IRELAND. 


Causes of the Inadequacy traced to the system of tara- 
tion and oppression—Inability of the public— 
Duty and ability of Public Pensioners towards the 
Public—Their neglect of tt—and systematic abuse 
of the public resources. 

The progress of the subscription for the relief of the 
starving imbabitants of Ireland, will afford one of the 
strongest illustrations of the mischievous operation of the 
system of misrule, which beggars the general mass of 
the empire, in order to swell the enormous fortunes of 
lhe few who are the gainers by its operation. The 
amount of the subscriptions up to the 3lst of May, 
amounts to no more than 66,5001. ; notwithstanding-the 
tumerous splendid donations from individuals, of five, 
and three, and two, and one hundred pounds each. Tiis 
um is to be divided on the most moderate calculation, 
‘mong five hundred thousand sufferers,* many of whom 





* The couaty of Mayo alone contains 70,000 on hbe verge .of 
cane The whole number of sufferers has been set*down at 
0,000. 
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must depend upon the public assistance for every morsel 
of food they can hope to eat for many weeks:—and this 
sum amounts to very little more than half-a-crowna piece 
to that number of individuals, if it were to be divided 
amongst them without any deduction whatever,in the shape 
of loss by agency, expences of advertisements, and other 
means of reducing public subscriptions which occur in 
the transit of the relief from the subscribers to the object 
of assistance. Allowing the subscription to reach one 
hundred thousand pounds, and were it to be divided 
without reduction among the fifty thousand sufferers 
the amount of relief to each would be only ¢en shillings : 
—a supply which is not merely to procure food for se- 
veral weeks, but seed-corn for the following harvest. 
Were the sum even doubled, and twenty shillings ac- 
corded to each person the supply would be equally inade- 
quate to the removal of a great portion of remaining dis- 
dress; for that sum would not be equivalent to more 
than two shillings per week. The probability, how- 
ever, is that it will not reach one bundred thousand 
pounds; and that the average relief will not amount to 
one shilling per week to each individual. Therefore, 
without at all detracting from the charitable motives 
and exertions of those who have come forward, and 
giving them full credit for the benevolence of their exer- 
tions, it is still apparent, that much more is requisite 
for the relief of Ireland; and that unless it is aflurded, 
the sufferings of the miserable wil} only be prolonged, 
and not relaeved ; for it isnot relief, but torture, to.im- 
part the means of enduring those agonies of hunger 4 
little donger than they would have been otherwise sus- 
tained. . 
Having looked at the nature of this subscription 4% 
regards its application to the wants Ireland, let us 
consider it with reference to the means of England. 
In such a case, men of all parties, and all sentiments, 
may be supposed to ‘be equally interested. It 1s au 
emergency which calls for the aid of every friend to hu- 
manity; and it may be presumed that few who are able 
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have neglected to devote a portion of their superfluity to 
the assistance of their fellow-countrymen. But whata sad 
estimate of the means of this country does this subscrip- 
tion at present afford? A mellion of shillings would 
furnish fifty thousand pounds ; and a million of subscri- 
bers at five shillings each would average a sum of 
£250,000—a sum which promptly and discreetly applied, 
might have proved an effectual remedy for the more 
pressing part of the distress. Were this country in the 
prosperous state in which it is pretended that itis, would 
not there have been found a million of individuals, out of a 
population of nearly eigrteen millions, who would have 
spared five shillings to the extreme necessity of so large, 
a portion of human beings, whose lives were on the 
hazard of immediate relief. What, then, are weto think 
of the sum of 60, or 70,000!., subscribed in portions of 
five hundreds, three hundreds, two hundreds, one hun- 
dreds fifties, twenties, tens, and fives! It proves, indeed, 
that some individuals, have enough, and to spare ! but it 
augurs a deplorable want amongst the community at 
large either of the means, or of that chrestian charity 
about which so great an outcry has been raised by the 
mock-religious, and mock-loyal of the age! [rom an 
inspection of the subscribers, it appears that instead of a 
million of subscribers to this fund, there cannot be more 
than-fifteen or twenty thousand individuals. We are not 
inclined to believe that there is any want of that sense of 
justice which dictates the absolute duty of relieving our 
fellow-creatures in such a deplorable condition ; and 
the only inference that can be drawn is, that the com- 
munity Aas not the means; for itwould be a gross insult 
to suppose the people of England cannot feel askeenly 
for the sufferings of Ireland, ay they felt, or affected to 
feel for the distressed Germans, and other claimants on 
their bounty. We are compelled therefore to conclude 
that the people have done, and will do all they can :— 
and the result is that there are some twenty or thirty 
thousand families who live by, or who have not 
yet been ruined by the system of taxtion without repre - 
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sentation, and the host of national plagues that the borough- 
monger usurpation has let loose upon the property o! the 
nation. Of these twenty, or thirty thousand rich fami- 
lies, we may set down one half of them asliviny upon the 
public, in some shape or other, and the other half as being 
fortunate speculators in the storm which has destroyed 
the proverty of their neighbours. These large individual 
subscriptions are a certain indication of the property 
of the country. Enormous accumulation of proper- 
ty in single hands, are both causes and_ proofs 
of general poverty ; and we have a melancholy proof 
ihat a number of large sucscriptions will not com- 
pensate for the want of a general ability to subscribe. 
Yel we cannot disguise our indignation that the “ rich, 
and the respectable” part of the community have not 
been more just, in the repayment to the :uffering [rish 
of a greater portion of what they derive from the unre- 
quited labours of society. We can make out a list of 
subscriptions that would approach nearer to what ought 
to be the contributions of the wealthy to the relief of 
the miserable. In the first instarice we shal) premise that 
half a million is a sum that was required to have been 
promptly applied, to the prevention of the distress, at 
least three months ago. Had it been applied earlier, the 
scenes of outrage which there is no doubt were produced 
by the apprehension of the distress, might have been 
entirely prevented ; but instead of stopping the seizure 
of the food of those who apprehend famine, and endea- 
vouring to calm the apprehension by a timely supply, 
the government of Ireland was armed with a despotic 
power ; and a supply of bayonets, instead of food, was 
transmitted to Ireland. The failure of the harvest 
was an event of the last year. It was as notorious as 
the King’s visit to Ireland, that the potatoe. crops were 
materially injured ; and it was the business of the Irish go- 
vernment, whict¥knew very well that the population of the 
country, depended entirely.on the potatoe crops, to have 
taken measures to ascertain the real deficiency, and to 
provide an adequate supply. It is a gross insust to say 
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chat governments ought not to interfere on such occa- 
sions. if they éook nothing from the poor, and the la- 
bourer, they might pretend with some shew of justice, 
(though it would savour but litile of humanity, or re- 
ligion) that they were not bound to relieve the distress 
which they had not oceasioned. Bat when the operation 
of a grinding system of taxation and oppression leaves 
nothing buta dare sudsisience to the labouring classes, 
in the most prosperous seasons, it Is the bounden duty 
of the rulers to shield them from the pressure of famine in 
nnfavourable times. If the labourers were enabled to lay 
by asnrplus for such exigences, then the government might 
stand excused for an omission to provide for them; but 
asthe matter stands in Ireland, such negligence i is as 
criminal as it would be in a West Indian slave master, to 
neglect to provide food for the slaves whom he employed. 
To the i imaginary distress of royalty, and aristocracy, 
and all the grades of these classes that subsist upon the 
public, the. government can lend a ready ear:—and the 
necessity of enabling such persons to support their ranks, 
their dignities, and their respectabiliiies, is admitted to 
bea paramount reason for raising them toan elevation with 
the difficulties of the times. When his late Majesty played the 
supplicant for increased allowances, and for the paymentof 
debts that ought never to have been incurred by any one, or 
defrayed by the nation, how pathetically the heaven- ape 
minister entered into the distresses occasioned by a 
encreasing family, and the advance in the price of all 
the necessaries of life! The ministers, and the judges, 
and all the servants of the Crown urged the same pleas 
in their own behalf, with the same success ; and though 
the times are again changed, and the necessity removed, 
they do not offer to reduce their salaries to their original 
amount. In all these cases, ‘he government could inter- 
fere; or, in other words, these parties agreed to indem- 
nify themselves against the consequences of their owine 
‘musconduct, at the expence of the public, but when a 
large portion of the public are reduced to /amine by the 
operation of a bad system upon accidental natural 
causes, “S at as @ rule made by the government not to 
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“ interfere.” The matter is then to be left to private 
char ity, which never begins until the calamity is reging 
with such fury as to call imperiously upon the feelings, 
Its operation is comparatively slow. Its means are 
limited:—and its application necessarily deficient of 
that prumplitude and accuracy, which might be 
expected from a timely interference of a wise and 
just government. The sufferers are dying from 
want, while the opulent are jigging away at balls 
for their relief!—a relief which comes too late, and 
isat last tnadequate. But let us see what the pri- 
vileged classes might have done amongst themselves, 
in the course of a few days, had they felt for the suffer- 
ings of the starving labourers, as they might be expected 
to feel for the misery of that part of the community to 
which they owe all they possess. It is the fault of his 
ministers that his Majestv was not advised to head the 
list of donations, by a subscription of at least 
£20,000 

The Royal Dukes might have subscribed, ....05....46 10,000 
Prince Leopold, out of his £50,600 per annum........ 10,000 
His Majesty’s Ministers, as part authors of a 

calamity, aggravated by the system they so 

perlinaciously Upholl......cccecrccssccccrecseseeseeses 195,000 
The Irish Government as equally implicated 

Th ee ET Te 
There are about 300 peers, besides, who with 

their families, and dependents, are said to 

divide amongst them two meélions of the 

public money every year! They might have 

subseribed on an average £200 each, which 

wotlld have been...ccccces sscccccsseeseeses seoveeevesss OO,0U0 
Jhere are about 200 Irish and Scotch peers, 

pot sitting in the Upper House, but sharing 

amougst them about three quarters of a 

million in the same way. A subscription of 

£100 enh, Would BiVE...50<00scsscecescvcsecscnseesss 20,008 
The English Church, which divides about 

eight millions of tythes amongst! its members, 

with it 24 archbishops and bishops, might 

have subscribed at least-.......ccccese eoccesscerseses 50,000 
The Trish Church, as better paid, mm propor- 
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tou to the numbers employed, with 22 
archbishops and bishops, who may be con- 
sidered as more particularly indebted to the 
Irish labourers, might for once have sub- 
scribed half a tenth of its tythe, or.......04 ianneg OOS 


This would be something like a subscription for the 
relief of the labouring classes; and while it would not 
occasion the subscribing parties to forego the enjoyment 
of a single Aonest luxury (supposing them to be men of 
common sense) it would show a decent ser.se of the only 
conditions on which such extravagant remuneration as 
they possess could be endured—namely, that their su- 
perfluity was held wn trust for the necessities of those 
from whose labour tt ts derived. Tis sum ought to 
have been collected in a few days--as early, in fact, as 
the existence of the distress could be communicated to 
the parties whc held such means al their disposal. In- 
stead of which for four or five weeks, the famine rag 24 
almost without relief; and after an appeal te the bene- 
volence of tae nation at large, the sum collected falls 
short of one huadred thousand poun ls; and the go- 
vernment has appropriated the sum of fifty thousand 
pounds for the purpose of being expended in road 
making, to furnish a supply of labour, to the amount of 
one shilling per head to the labourers! Well might 
Lord King exclaim, ‘ this was but a poor return for 
“ what misgovernment had inflicted! Those who caused 
“the evil, (added he) ought to be more liberal in re- 
“lievingit. Jn giving such a trifle, their lordships were 
“acting very much like the members of a society for 
“the re'ief of the poor, who, after voting for every war, 
“every loan, and every tax, think to indemnify those 
“ who suffer from such measures, by dealing out to them 
“ half-penny loaves !” 

Lord Liverpeol’s miserable reply was worthy of him- 
self, and could have been worthy of no other. This man, 
who had been a party to the granting of 100.000/. of the 
public money to the distressed Germans, Russians, 
and Portuguese,—who was year after year helping to 
vote away the public money for the Caledonian canal— 


ar. 














800 THE BLACK DWARF. 


who is a party to the non-enforcement of the repayment 
of the exghteen millions of the public money, which was 
dent to the Emperor of Austria. This man, who is a 
party to the profligate expenditure of the public money 
among the ministerial janissaries in both houses, ventur- 
ed to hint that even this appropriation of 50,0001. to the 
distressed Trish, was “* too much”—was advanced “ on 
“a very doubtful principle :”—saying distinctly, that 
“¢ he was confident that, generally speaking nothing was 
“¢ more impolitic than the interference of government on 
“ such uccasions :—that relief was always most effectu- 
“<< ally given, and improvements made by the exertions 
“ of individuals, and not by the application of the public 
“money!” The noble lord seems to think that the 
public money is the property of every body but the 
public ; and that the Irish public, as the most plunder- 
ed, and oppressed by the system, have the least elaim to 
any portion of what they have contributed. 

Let us now turn to a little examination of the wses to 
which the public money is devoted, since it is not fitting 
that it should be employed in the relief of the public 
distress! In the year 1819, we find the following item 
in the accoun's of the Lord Chamberlain :— 

Geo. Talbot, Esq, paymaster of his 

Majesty’s household, to enable hin 

to defrayexpences incurred in 1819, 

on account of Algerine Ambassador 994 3 
To pay the fees and charges thereon... 34 5 9 

-- 1,028 8 o 


What are we to understand by this disposition of the 
public money? Is not the allowance of £300,000 per 
annum to his Majesty, intended to defray all his Aouse- 
hold expenses? Or is it understood, that the King can- 
not give a dinner to a foreign ambassador, without send- 
ing in the bill to the people? But what is the charges 
of fees, for the payment of this bill? Surely, it was 
enough that the people should discharge the bill, without 
any charge of fees upon the payment? Or is the charge 
for fees, the sum set down as the perquisites of the wat- 
ter? It was but a year or twobefore, that the public were 
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charged an enormous sum for the dombardment of Al- 
giers, with an additional arar-salary to Mr. Croker ; 
and here is a charge of upwards of a thousand pounds for 
the visit of an Algerine Ambassador to the English Pa- 
lace! It isa pity that Lord Castlereagh, while he con- 
tends for the absolute necessity of our Ambassadors 
being paid enormously, that they may afford to keep 
open tables, and splendid equipages, does not impress 
upon Foreign Courts, the necessity of allowing hand- 
some salaries to their Ambassadors who are sent here, 
that when they are invited to dine at a Royal Jnn, they 
may be able to defray the erpense themselves ! 

The following lists of ‘“ presents to MINISTERS at 
ForeiGn Courts,” for the year 1819, is worthy of the 
consideration of the PUBLIC, in connection with the de- 
claration of Lord Liverpool, that it is ampolitic to apply 
the public money to the relief of public distress :— 

Sir Robert Chester, knight, master of 

the ceremonies, as a present from 

his Majesty to his excelfency Mirza 

Abdul Hassan, ambassador extraor- 

dinary from his Majesty the King 

of Persia, about to take leave....£1,000 0 
FO PO JOUR, Qe cccstasivenvassuscunees 58 5 


cso 





1,068 6 @ 
Ditto, ditto, to the Duke of San Car- 

los, his Catholic Majesty's ambassa- 

dor, having been recalled from his 

CUMDRISY cccccucsoccverseervesccecsseses- 3,000 
CGPI Cicnmnnmunnnynwn 


wo 
c°O 


~- 3,053 5 G 





Ditto, ditto, to Monsieur de Schwaz, 
about to leave this country, having 
accomplished his special mission 
from the King of Wirtemberg, to 
deliver letters from his Sovereign 
fo condole on the death of his late 
Majesty, and his late royal highness 
the Duke of Kent, and to congra- 
tulate his present Majesty on his 
happy ACCESSION.....cceceeereeeereeree 300 0 0 
FO ING JOON, GO rssievsricasevnnniwiiaee. > Saeaee 
~ - 5 





315 0 
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Ditto, ditto, as a present from his Majesty to Count 

de Tanentzien, from the King of Prussia, on the 

nee Lilbnisiiamantaneednsseiie 533.15 0 
Ditto, ditto, to Count Moltke, from the King of 

Denmark, on the like occasion...... titmemmc 28% 6 
Ditto, ditto, to General the Baron de Bjornstjeind, 

from the King of Sweden, on the like oecasion.. 53815 0 
Ditto, ditto, to the Prince Cestelcicala, 

ambassador extraordinary, from the 

King of the Two Sicilies, on the 

like OCCASION... e.00. endian sescsteccese $008 OH 
To pay ves, &e..cccrersescecsscessoeses SS 5 0 
mn: tii ee 
Ditto, ditto, to General Neufler, late 

envoy extraordinary and min. ple- 

nipo. from the King of Wirtembezg 


8 os) 
about to take leave......ccsccceccees 606 00 


To pay fees, RRR abi Bie roe 33 15 Q 


—_—- ———__— 5u315 0 
Ditto, ditto, to Count Palmella, envoy 


extraordinary and min. plenipo. 
from the King of Portugal, about 
to take Ee ee eT eT 500 0 0 


To pay fees, QC..coccereccrcscssseevceese 83315 0 





53315 0 
Stephen Rolleston, Esq. as a present 


to the Prussian chancery on the 

exchange of the ratification of a 

treaty signed at Frankfort, ou the 

LOth July, 181Y....ccccccrccccseseeses 1,000 0 0 
To pay fees, &e..cccrcocrcsssccscvesseene 58 5 Q 
—— 1,058 5 ¢ 
Ditto, ditto, to the Russian chancery, on the like 

CO iiniimuumnummmnumummumumuna Tie oF 
Ditto, ditto, to the Austrian chancery, on the like 

(MMi ommé:~: aaa ee 
Messrs. Rundell, Bridge, and Rundell, 

in discharge of their bill for snuff- 

boxes, as presents to the ambassa- 

dors of his most Christian Majesty, 

and of the Schah of Persia, the mi- 

nister of the grand duke of Baden, 

aud Ali Pacha. stericsteesmenens SRG § 7 


To pay fees, i susiecauuiaiamaesan 94.9 0 0 


es 





$161 57 
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Ditto, in discharge to their bill fora 

large brilliant rosette, as a present 

to the Schah; and briiiant rings as 

presents to the Prince Royal and 

Vitek OF FOU seiiinscvewnesderncnsen 9,575 § 9 
To pay JCeS, 6 Corscsersseseeee, pleasant . 496 60 





10,051 14 0 





‘FOC enncscccesvessavessenns tee 13 104 





This Gisposition of the public money, more especially 
that part of it which goes to pay the fees, upon making 
presents, will doubtless gratify all those who think the 
people were made only to labour for gew-gaws to adorn 
royal babies ; and when it is added, that human beings 
are dying for want in Ireland, and that a government 
which can thus play with the public money, deems it 
impolitic to assist a starving people with what in reality 
belongs to them; those who suffer such outrages on 
reason and justice, may ‘* go to supper with what appe- 
“tite they may.” ‘The pretence that such distresses 
should be left to “* pravate charity,” is as ridiculous, as 
unjust. Private charity cannot reach an object of such 
magnitude, as the distress of a whole district. The re- 
sult of such an appeal, must be ever precarious; and 
those who contend that private charity should do all that 
is needful, contend in effect, that those whom private 
charity cannot relieve, OUGHT TO DIE OF WANT! 
The Ministry will not say this! But what does their 
doctrine imply them to mean ? 


Pee 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in Warieick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze, at Japan. 
4 DISTANT GLIMPSE OF LIBERTY—PEEP AT MR. DAW- 
SON’S PRESENT JOY—AND FUTURE FEARS. 


Well, my yellow friend, twelve months have 
tolled over my head, since the hatred of certain great 
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men, hatched into vitality by the wisdom of certain 
other great men, determined that it was necessary for 
th> general good to limit my loco-motive powers, and to 
restore the prosperity of the nation, by shutting me up 
within the walls of a large stone building, which to make 
it more terrible, is called a prison; though to make some 
amends for the fear which that awfal word micht convey, 
a learned judge thought fit ‘to denominate it “ the 
‘admiration of the worli!” What purpose my re. 
s dence here has answered to them, [ know not; nor is it 
very probable that I should ever learn this mighty secret 
of state! One Mister Dawson, indeed, who is a mem- 
ber of a very honourable house, said the country was 
quiet, since [ had been safely confined ; but this chatter. 
ing «aw did not consider the truth of what he was say- 
ing, and probably out of mere ignorance told a gross 
falsehood :—for the country was quiet wen I wasordered 
to a dungeon; and had been so for some time; while, 
since [ have been here it has been sadly disturbed by 
asetof grumbling farmers who do not complain now 
so much of the radicals as of the tax-gatherers. _ Ire- 
land, since [ have been here, has been in open rebellion, 
and is now depopulated by famine. The whole of the 
agricultural districts have been in violent agitation ; the 
colonies have been equally clamorous against the pres- 
sure of their portion of the distress; and the metropolis 
has witnessed the defeat of the Life Guards.  Tais is 
quictness, with a vengeance! For my own part, I 
have done precisely the same that [ should have done had 
J remained in my own little cottage. My pen his been 
asfree, my nerves as firm, and my scorn of his masters 
as extreme as if I had still defied them in the metropolis! 
I have neither learnt to fear, nor to respect them:—to 
court their forbearance, or to dread their hostility. They 
are the same to me that they have ever been: only with 
this additional reason for my perseverence in opposing 
and exposing them, that they have added personal in- 
jury to the evils which 1 had before to bear in common 
with an injured and oppressed community. So that if 
this Mister Dawson can really imagine that my incat- 
eeration has added to the repose of the country, he 
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must be a much greater simpleton than I should ever 
have suspected him to be. 1 know not in precisely what 
manner to treat this M. P. He is one of those com- 
mon-place things upon two legs, who have nothing 
about them whereby they may be cistinguished from the 
mass. A humourous writer of this country has described 


a certain class in a satirical manner, as being 
“ Nature’s common composition :— 
‘© She makes a million such and all alike, 
‘ And sends them forth, ashamed of her own work. 
‘ And sets no mark upon them.” 


But to meddle with an zrdividual is difficult. He can- 
not beput in a prominent light. There is nothing 
tangible about him. One cannot find any thing by which 
ahold can be taken. Like a pig with a soaped tail, he 
may slip from every attempt to touch what is really sub- 
stantiat:—or perhaps rather resembles a spectre that 
makes a mockery even of the imagination. How shall I 
avenge myself? For shall not I have vengeance? J, 
who have defeated two Attorney Generals, and should 
have beaten a third, if he had not called into his assist- 
ance a packed Special Jury, and numerous other alli:s ? 
Shall not I have vengeance—who have laughed at the 
hostility of the redoubted champion of the whiskers ? 
Shall not I have vengeance, who have defied the onset 
of the “ Knight of the Slop Pail,” aided by his redoubted 
esquire, “‘the Devil upon one stick.” I will—by the 
beard—No! let_ me not make any rash vow ; for where 
vengeance is not to be obtained, even Jove would wield 
his thunders to no purpose ! He isan M. P. But who 
cares for that! I had never known there had been such 
an M.P., had he not committed this offence. And shall 
I be angry because a stray pin has laid concealed on the 
carpet, and pierced my slipper? I might as well be 
angry with the slipper, or the carpet! What would the 
pin care, if I threw it out of the window? Were its 
head even knocked off by the fall, the pin would be utterly 
indifferent !—for what is the head to the pin? He has 
said a mean and foolish thing-——he has gone out of the 
Way to state an untruth of one of whom he knows no- 
thing, but that J hate all affectation, all parade, all public 
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plunder, all court extravagance, and all ministerial op- 
pression. But this is nothing for an M. P. Hundreds 
have done it in all ages; until it has become almost a 
characteristic ofan hon. member, when an absent oppo- 
nent is to be spoken of :—or when afavorite measure can 
be defended by a lie! Thus Lord Castlereagh, to stem 
the torrent of facts that poured into the House of Com- 
mons, in condemnation of the massacre at Manchester, 
threw in a murdered magistrate, as a makeweight on 
the menesterial side of the question; and when after- 
wards challenged to prove the fact that a magistrate had 
been murdered, very coolly remarked, that ‘ he did not 
‘“¢ know any thing about the matter at the time—that it 
“was very possible that some mischief had occurred to 
‘* the mayistrates—and therefore he threw in the 1nurder 
“on his side, to balance the murders on the other—that 
“She certainly had since learnt that no magistrate had 
‘been murdered, and he never meant to pledge himself 
** to the truth ;—but that in point of fact, a magistrate 
would have been very ill used if he had gone amongst 
** the populace!” What could be said in reply to this? 
And what can be said in re;ly to any falsehood that an 
M. P. chooses to utter!  Iis privilege of place 
is as good as an old woman’s petticoat, in point 
of protection. By a parliamentary fiction, nobody is to 
Anow what is saidin the honourable Ifouse ? This may 
account for the ignorance of some Honourable Members 
as to what they say themselves ; and I should not at all 
be surprised, if this Mr. Dawson had given his tongue 
the reins, and sent it off at full gallop, without any in- 
structions from his head, as to what cvurse it should 
take, or where it should stop! The question again be- 
comes, has hea head? But how can I tell this? | 
should rather think not: unless, indeed, we must set 
down every prominence, that occupies the place where 
a head should be, as a head ; for the tongue talked such 
gross nonsense, that it either could not belong to 4 
head, or the head must have been very little adapted to 
the wearing of a tongue! [have written to him, to tell 
him to take pity on himself, and to disavow the foolish 
falsehoods that haye been set down for him! A maa 
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with a head ought to have done this, if it had been out 
of mere respect for himself! But this he has not done ; 
and I am at as much loss as ever about the question,— 
has he a head! To make up a man, there are other re- 
quisites ; and F might go on to ask, * has he a heart ?— 
has he any under rstanding ? Or is he only an M.P. 
with a tongue that can say aye, or no, on a division; 
and that cannot be safely trusted upon any other topic? 
Another enquiry suggests itself: is he mad? Was the 
abuse the slaver of ipsanity, frothing at his mouth? [n 
either, or in all, of these cases, what am I to do? [ 
must even pardon and pity him. He is beneath the an- 
oer of a state prisoner, on whose confinement the repose 
of the nation depends! I did threaten him with a chas- 
tisement at my literary whipping-post ; but the end of 
public punishment is example to others, as well as cor- 
rection to the individual: but how could he be an exam- 
ple to others, if he is exempt by natural infirmity of in- 
tellect, from the controul of reason? Nay, perchance, 
correction to himself would be of no more avuil, than the 
beating of a cat to-day for what she stole yesterday. —- 
He might not be able to connect the castigation with the 
offence and thus the lash would be used to no purpose. 
—He must, therefore, share my compassion with my 
laughter ; and I must leave him to mend his manners, 
when he knows how to appreciate the nature of truth, 
and to estimate the duties of a legislator. His friends, 
in the mean time, will do well to furnish him with a 
dictionary, and to make him learn the meaning of some 
half dozen words, at first, every day, encreasing the 
tiumber as his capacity enlarges, and his memory is 
strengthened ; and to perfect his studies, let him read 
a weekly newspaper (or have it read to him) that he 
may be acquainted with the ordinary events of the day. 
-——By this treatment, he may learn, in the course of 
four or five years, that I am not quite so important a 
personage as his foolish fears, or his officious disre- 
gard of truth would have made me—that | am no 
“ incendiary,” but a plain, direct, and open enemy 
of the caterpillars who consume the foliage and the fruit, 
and impudently call themselves the tree which they 
are devouring:—that whether [am tr, or out, of pri- 
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son, my exertions will not be wanting to point out ty 
the husbandman the necessity of getting rid of the ver- 
min, before be can expect to secure the fruit of his labours 
for himself:— and thatitis not the abuse ofa suspicions 
characterthat can induce me to pause in my exertions or to 
relax in vigilance! Ifthis poor fellow were reaily solostto 
reason, as to believe what he said, and to congratulate 
himself on my being in prison, what will he do with 
himself when he shall learn that | am at liberty again ! 
Will his alarm overpower him, and reduce him to the 
want of perfumes, and strong waters? Will he go into 
hysterics or faint outright with the dreadful apprehen- 
sion of what I may do,when I amat libertytouse my twolegs 
in whatdirection [ think proper ? Will he introducea bili for 
the suspension of the Habeas Corpus act, that so im- 

portant a state prisoner may yet be held in durance‘ 
What will he do? The time wears apace. Twelve 
months are already gone: and the remainder is on rapid 
wing. The prison had no terrors fer me; and the effects 
of confinement will soon wear away. Perhaps J shall 
even gather strength from repose ; and return to my 
usual duties with renovated spirits, and still more vigor- 
ous resolution. At any rate, such as | am, he must be 
content to sce me at liberty once more ; for [ may now 
hope to outlive the fears of hereditary cancer,’ sudden 
inflammation, and other equally unexpected summonses 
for removal to the other world: and w e1 I am again 
at large, of course, ali the cld ministerial bugbears will 
be ayain awakened from their strong holds; and the 
Buack Dwarr, wil be magnified by their pretended 
fears to all its former gigantic dimensions. But they 
may be of good cheer, my friend. ] am on/dy a DwakF ; 
and until the REAL GIANT be aroused, until PUBLIC 

OPINION enter the lists against the private interests of a 
venal party, Miste: Dawson may sleep in safety ; though 
1 shall not consuit his desire to indulge his slumbers, by 
forbearing to call as loudly as my puny voice will sufict 
me, into the GIantT’s ear— 

‘Awake! awake! or be for ever fallen !”’ 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF 
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vam the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Su 
Gerard Noel, Bart. M. P. 


yN HIS DECLINING TO DRAW HIS SWORD AGAINST THE 
PEOPLE, SHOULD MINISTERIAL PROVOCATION PRO- 
DUCE A COMMOTION. 


Slee © leectent 


‘¢ A nation’s soldier serves no single lord, 
‘‘ Nor at a despot’s mandate draws his sword.”’ 


The country is indebted to you, Sir, for the lesson you 
have given to the presumption of the ministry, and the 
example you have set to those who have been hitherto 
their dupes and their credulous supporters. There is 
great need of some such redeeming instances of public 
spirit, to rescue the character of the “ British landed 
gentlemen” from the contempt into which they have de- 
vseredly fallen ; and it is consoling to know that the fires 
that burnt in the bosoms of their ancestors are not entire- 
ly extinguished ih the breasts of all. You have resign- 
ed your command of the Rutlandshire Yeomanry, with 
the avowed declaration that shouldany commotion arise, 
you caniot use your sword against your countrymen, 
because you concéive such commotion would have been 
provoked by the misgovernment and malversation, of 
the ministry! This is conduct worthy of a British sol- 
dier, who should feel that he wears a sword to restrain 
despotism, as well as to curb licentiousness ; and that it 
is equally his duty to resist aggressions against the 
people, as to protect legal authority in the discharge of 
is proper functions. The infamous conduct of the 
Wretches who disgraced the military uniform, at Man~ 
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chester, on the 16th of Aug., have tarnished the hame of 
the “ Yeomanry ;” and though it may he easily credites 
that it would not be possible to find such a set of fero. 
cious stabbers in any other county, or even in any othe 
part of that county—yet the infamy of the bloody trans. 
action, coupled as it was of necessity with the name of 
the yeomanry, was calculated to affix a stigma upon ali 
who were comprised within the import of the epithet, 
which no ministerial approval, no monarchical thanks, 
was so well calculated to remoye, as this magnanimonrs 
declaration on your part, that you will not cut down 
your fellow-countrymen at the bilding of any minister, 
who shall wantonly provoke the people into a resistance 
to his presumptuous career! The right of the people to 
resist oppression is admitted on all hands ; even by those 
who are the most forward to oppress them. The only 
difference is, that the oppressors wish to define thein- 
sedves what is meant by oppression ; and they modestly 
enough require the people to ewaz until they, the op- 
pressors shall give the signal for resistance. The peo- 
ple, on the other hand, contend that it is for them to 
judge, whether they are oppressed or not; and what 
degree of oppression they shall bear, before they enforce 
ihe right of resistance !—and if the people are the source 
of all authority—if all power emanate from them—it Is, 
of course, for them to judge, when authority exceeds its 
limits, and when power is exercised to ihe prejudice of 
those whom it was delegated to benefit. And it is the 
duty of all who by birth, rank, or fortune, stand between 
the people, and their rulers, to give fair warning to the 


vite, Hot io encroach “upon the liberties of the nation ; aN 
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io the other. not to sutter any encroachment, shoudd the 
attempt be persisted in. The gentlemen of England 
have long neglected this duty ; and have cither meanly 
taken part with the spoilers that they might partake of 
the spoil! or have been degraded so low, as to play the 
part of silent spectators of the destruction of those they 
were bound to protect. Error, prejudice, ignorance, 
stupidity, and credulity, will account for much ; but there 
is still an ageregate of crime, of omission and commis- 
sion, on the part of the “‘ gentlemen of the landed in- 
‘‘ ¢erest,’’ which require the atonement «f such exam- 
ples as the one you have now set ;—and which, if 
promptly followed (for thore is no time to lose) would 
prevent the race of speculators on the folly and apathy 
of the country, from finally extirpating the old proprie- 
iors of the soil, and a formal confiscation of all the lan- 
ded property, o the boroughmongers, and jobbers in the 
taxes and the national debt. 

T perceive that one of your immediate reasons for 
throwing up your commission, is the jugele by which the 
five per cents, have been metamorphosed into four per cents, 
in defiance of the declaration of an act of parliament 
that such a measure should not be resorted to, until a 
cerlain number of millions of the national debt had been 
reduced,—-while, instead of any reduction of the debt, 
having taken place from the period of the enactment, it 
has been encreased by hundreds of millions! This is 
the way in which the national faith is pretended to be 
kept by the spoilers of the nation. Thus are realized 
ul ihe predictions of those, who foretold ruin, slavery, 
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itis there fore high timefor the * danded interest,” to look 
about them:—and if nothing but their own ruin car 
iiake them sensible of the calamities of the country, the 
sooner they are involved in that ruin, the better for all 
parties. Nor need the fundholders rejoice! Any “state 
tiecessity,” would induce the Boroughmongers to treat 
the four percents. asthey have treated the five per cents. ; 
and thethree per cents as the four percents. The funds 
are the “ fatted calf” in reserve, when the agricultural 
and commercial ** swinish multitude’ shall have been 
finally devoured. But before that period, the ministerial 
provocation may produce a national commotion, which 
many will not attempt, and the rest may not be able, to 
suppress. Lor your declaration of what ought to be the 
vonductofan English Couritry Gentleman in sucha crisis, 
accept the thanks of, 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARE. 


P.S. When the %* Veomanry” of various parts of the 
country, some three years since, were so anxious lo 
mount their war-horsestotrample down the Reformers, 
they litth: anticipated that they themselves would be 
speedily crushed by their beloved system. They were 
then for cutling up the Reformers, as they would cut up 
a rump of beef. Poor fellows! lt has now become 
their turn, to be cooked up, and served up and cut up 
at the Boroughmoagers banquet! While the ministerial 
journalists, who once sv bedaubed them with the pratse 
of their “* eacess of undebuuched loyaliy,” are merrily 
informing them that they are only ‘di seasoning” fot 
the “ new state of thing,’ which an‘ ignoraut impall- 
“ence of laxalion” prevents them from enjoyriug a3 they 
ousht! 
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COLLECTION OF THE TAXES. 








ithas been a matter of boast with the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, that the revenue is collected ver y 
sasilty, and that it is but very seldom recourse is 
bad to any legal process. This is so far true, but it 
would be an act of insanity on the part of individuals who 
nave seizable property, to litigate such questions with 
the crown, Which has a summary power in its hands, to 
seize every thing it can reach. But the revenue is noé 
paid welds ingly, nor collected in a liberal way, in all 
parts of the country. From a Correspondent in one of 
the ridiags of Yorkshire, we learn that the base system 
of surcharging has kept a. whole district in a state of 
witation for a long period. Such instances as the fol- 
owing are well calculated to produce such a result : 

“4 farmer whose son managed one of his farms for him, ‘ 

“among other surcharges that were sent to him, was 

“ surcharged for a bailiff!’ “ An old man, named 
‘William R——— purchased an old gig, for three 
“pounds, which he got converted into a taxed cart, and 
‘paid 29s. yearly, for it. It would not nov sell for 30s. 


% 


f 
2) 


on the wrong end; and a short time since he was 
‘surcharged for a JY for the three preceding 
Yours, at the rate of £6 Ls. per yous, and £2 8s. 


Ys 


“each year, for a groom! besides the same sum for 


“the current year. He is extremely poor and intirm ; 
“and has recently received a notice that if he does rot 
“pay, his little property will be seszed, and sold!” 
"A ropemaker, near M———, who has a little farm, 
* Was surcharged for fwo trade hor ses, because his fuss 

‘undry horses brougat last year two loads of hemp, 
“for his own use! He entered a saddle hor se regularly ; 
“but has received a notice that he is liable to a “penalty 
“of £50 for a false return.” 

These examples will perhaps satisfy the public, that it 
‘tot because imposition is unknown, but because there 
"No adequate means of resisting it that the revenue is 


You. VILL. No. 23. 


The names of the owner and the maker were painted; 
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collected so easely! If a specific instance of extortion 
is mentioned to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he says 
he will enquire about it and an order shall be issued for 
redress, or restitution—but the system remains ; and jt 
is but rarely that those who are pillaged have any means, 
or any knowledge of the means by which their case might 
be reviewed. The znsolence of the collectors is a com- 
mon complaint, which is perhaps hardly worth while to 
notice ; as those who will take it at their bands without 
return, may almost be said to deserve it. The district 
alluded to is the same from which the squib entitled 
The Acts of the Window Peeper, which appeared lately 
in the Dwarr, was forwarded. As these are the only 
weapons the injured parties can use, and ridicule is often 
successful where more serious remonslrance would be 
in vain, We insert another from the same pen. 
ACTS OF THE WINDOW PEEPER.” 
CHAPTER VIII. 

}. Now tn the first Month, on the —-—— and —— day 
of the month was the time fulfilled that the Elders and the 
Priests had appointed. 

2. ‘Then were assembled together, tlie Elders, and the Priests, 
and certain of the Seribes, aad aiso the chief Window-peeper ; 
and of ihe people very many, even a great multitude. 

3. And the Ruling Elder spake unto the chief Window- 
peeper, saying ; 

4. Shew us, we pray thee, this matter, wherefore the people 
murmur against thee. 

5. Then arose the Chief Window-peeper, and spake, saying ; 

oO. 1 think myself particularly fortunate (O venerable Elders, 
ye Reverend Priests, and learned Scribes) that I am this day 
required to shew unto you, the stubborn spirit of this impé 
tient peo; le, and the unreasonablcness of their murmurs agains! 
ne: 

7. Move especially, as I know ye to be learned and expe- 
rienced in understanding the Acts of the Great Council; anc 
skilful in explaining the inexplicable mysteries thereof, anc 
bringing to light the hidden things and dark sayings therein, 1 
such wise as best swits our own Interest and advantage. 
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a Ye are not ignorant, Brethren, that the senseless clamours 
of this stifl-necked people, have late obliged the Great Coun. 
cil to take off the Husbandry Horse-tax, whereby we have suf- 
fered a gieat damage, inasmuch as the Governors of the taxes 
sill net that there be any diminution in the Revenue thereby. 

9, And belicld we shali be aceounted of them 2s unprofit- 
able servants, if we devise not some means of getting them 
money, even as much as they wili. 

10. Lo! we shall be utterly rumed and undone ; —aiso our 
places, Our Pensions, our sinecures, our Receiver-Generalships, 
our good fat livings, our secret service money :—alas! what 
will become of us! if we take not care of these things. 

11. Therefore send I forth my spies, and my surcharges 
amongst the people, wherefore they murmur against me. 

12, But fear ye them not; neither regard them at all: be- 
hold we have Men of War, and Mariners, and ships of great 
power in battle, very many, even a mighty host ;—they, even 
they, will, (if we pay them weil) save us and our places from the 
daring encroachments of this ignorant people. 

13. Ye perceive, then, the great necessity wherefore this 
people must be taxed and surcharged, even to the uttermost. 

14. Judge ve therefore between us, for verily they murmur 
galnst me without cause. 

15. And he ceased speaking. 

10, “Phen the Ruling Elder spake, and said-- 

17. | have pondered thy words, whereby I perceive thou art 
“man of discretion, and sonud judgment, and deciarest nothing 
ut what is good and beneficial to us ward; therefore will I 
‘ely thee in this matter, with all my might. 

IS. Moreover, Lhave been a Man of War frommy youth, up, 
‘nd know of a certainty how needful it is to have good pay, 
we quarters: yea also at times, a little plunder. 

'9, And lo! my son sitteth at the seat of taxation; there- 
fore shall he be benefitted thereby. 

“0. And a certain Priest answered, and said—of a surety 
is meet and right to tax and surcharge this people, tor behold 
Wey are a stupid and perverse generation; neither will they 
‘mend their ways at my biddiug, although 1 have earnestly ex- 
iorted them thereto, these many days; yea have Lt punished 
Nets of them. Moreover in my great zeal that their ways, 
"uch were perverse before me, should be amended, have f ut- 
ris forgotten, and heeded not if mine own were straight be- 
te ine, 


‘I. Yea, also, it bath jleased the King that [ should stand 
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before him; and surely if we extort money sufficient from this 
people, he will give.me yet greater things than the living he 
lately bestowed upon me. 

22, Then the Ruling Elder said unto the Chief Windoy- 
peeper: what needeth it that we consider more of this 
inatter. 

23. Behold they are in thy hand: deal with them therefore 
as seemeth good unto thee. 

24. Nevertheless, we will speak unto them; peradventure we 
may persuade them that they pay thee willingly : if so, thou 
mayest further surcharge them. 

“5. And they called in the people, and the Ruling Elder said 
uuto them, 

90. We have heard your murmurs, and have also inquired ; 
and the Chief Window- -peeper hath certified unto us the 
whole matter. 

27. And of a truth, out of ignorance do ye murmur against 
aim. 

28. Know ye not, that money is the root of all evil ? 

29. Pay ye ‘therefore vil lingly, the surcharges wherewith ye 
are surcharged; and thank him that hath removed from youa 
stumbling iloek- yea, verily, a great evil. 

30. But the peaple held tieir peace ! 

31. Then spoke the Chief Wiudow-peeper unto the people, 
and said—hear ye not what the Ruling Elder saith? 

32. O ye Corpulent, ye indolent, and infirm, know ye not 
that I have provided for you carriages of every description 
(with the easiest springs, the softest cushions, and the most 
comfortable — wherein ve may feed, or sleep, as_ best 
suits you, and be conveyed safe ly and easily wherever ye list 

33. Is it, I pray you, just or reasonable that ye murmur al 
the (rifles T have surcharged you? 

34. Ye Hersemen of tne East! behold your fame extends 
into remote region ; yea, i! came even unto me while I was yet 
afur off: but lo! when I came and saw your skilful feats, | 
wondered. 

35. And 1 said withim myself, | will mightily extol these 
Horsemen: lo, every one shall mde two horses; yea, will | 
add unto their fame bv causing to follow each of them, 2 man 
clothed in a coat ot many colours. 

30 Surely I shalt be honoured of them: and lo! ve murimu! 
against me, 

37. But, O, ye dogs! ve mischievous dogs (who , when ve 
seca W indow. -peeper sknlking about your masters " premises, | 
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perchance lic may espy a half-closed window), who, with your 
tails dropped betwixt your legs ,your backs arched, your heads 
surned aside, giving sulky looks askance, and surly growls ; 
verily, ye affrighted my heart. 

38. Ye shall be muzzled, every dog of you. | 

39. And your masters shail buy my muzzles, which I have 
prepared for you. 

40. But ye, ye gentle race, that from hedge bottoms, and 
hovels by the highway-sides, annoy each passing Window-peep- 
er, or his spy, acknowledge with wonderful sagacity of instinct, 
and acuteness of smell, their near afiinity to your master ; 

41, Who with your tails cocked, your ears pricked up, your 
eves beaming with pleasure, salute us with an harmonious 
yelping. 

42. Verily, ye cheer my heart, ye delight mine eyes ; there- 
fore shall your noses remain undeiiled, from my muazles, from 
ceneration to generation. 

- 43. Then the Elders, and the Priests, and the Scribes, with 
one accord, said, thou hast well spoken! 

44. Howbeit, the people still murmured, and communed 
together, iu a low voice, and said one to another: 

45, O, that one would faithfully declare this matter unto the 
Great Council; then should we have help, and should not be 
given up altogether as a prey unto this Window-peeper, that 
oppresseth us. 

46. But there was none to hear them; neither any to help 
them. 

47. And the Chief Window-peeper saw them, and his anger 
was kindled. 

48. And he spake hastily unto the people, and said : 

49. Get ve hence; and be assured, that if, by any means, 
your cry comes unto the Great Council, I will double my sur- 
charges upon you, and on them ; will I surcharge you till ye 
be ruined utterly; you, and also whatsoever appertaineth unto 
you, 

50. Then the people departed in great haste, every man unto 
his place of abode : 

51. For they perceived that evil was intended them, by the 
Chief Window-peeper. 

52. And the cry of the people was throughout ail the East 
Country, 

03. And the acts of the Window-peeper were proclaimed, 
by Fames’ posterior trumpet, throughout the land. 
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PLAN OF FINANCE. 


The following scheme of Finance was sent to us for 
insertion some time since, but we had not space for its 
insertion. Besides which, all proposals of this kind are 
sure not lo receive any attention from the administra- 
tion; and they are therefore only useful to show how 
much better the system might be made, if those who 
profit by it had any other interest before their own at 
heart. Mr. Paine, at the close of the second part of 
the “* Reghts of Man,” has a scheme of Finance even 
more simple than that which we are about to insert ; 
and more directly pointed at that “only luxury,” a 
creat, and overgrown fortune. Mr. Wilkinson has also 
recently published a scheme of i‘inance, to which we 
regret not having yet had an opportunity to advert; 
and we are also in possession of a little tract published at 
Birmingham, on the same subject, in which it is recom- 
mended to make the darling property of the ministerial 
cant protect itself, by a proportionate taxation. But 
none ofthese schemes can ever be adopted without a re- 
form, a thorough radical reform, which shall clear away 
the corruptions, and make room for the planting and 
growth of better principies. At present, all these pro- 
posers and calculators, from Mr. Paine to Mr. Ricardo, 
having been sowing the rocks and the forests, the 
marshes and the barren sands; and they have found that 
vood seed can only vegetate in favorable situations ; and 
that skill and labour must be thrown away, that is of- 
posed to natural impossibilities. ©The ministers will not 
change the basis of the present system,because itis the dest 
for them. They can profit the most by itas it now exists. 
in fact, the government and the resources of the country 
have fallen into the hands of an interested party, who 
covern for themselves and not for the country ; who di- 
vide the spoil between them, upon a system which cap- 
not be improved, so far as their profits are concerned. 
This party have reduced the Monarcl to the situation of 
a sleeping partner in the great concern, and the people 
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io the condition of mere labourers on the estate, in- 
stead of joint partners, and co-proprietors. Of what 
possible use, then, is it, that any appeal should be made 
io sucha party? They cannot be put in better condi- 
tion. They feel no difficulties, They are not exposed 
to tne pressure of any distress. They are making the 
most of very excellent situations ; and any change to 
better tie condition of the people cannot be acceptable to 
them; seeing that it must deprive them of some advan- 
tazes Which they now possess. Hence, the steady ¢is~ 
couragement which the most obvious principles of politi- 
cal economy receive at the bands of the ministry. The 
reason is plain—they will not do for them! Aad hence 
Mr. Ricardo exclaims, in despair even of the obvious 
power of figures, being admitted by the minis- 
terial majority, ‘that the people must reform the 
‘“ House of Commons, vefore it can be expected to listen 
“to commonsense, or to be actuated by a consideration of 
“ the welfare of the nation.” 

The government ofthis country, during atime of 
peace would be almost extravagently provided for at ten 
millions per annum. A judicious tax upon real pro- 
perty, and imposed in a progressive ratio, that would 
make the overgrown capitalist contribute in proportion 
to his wealth, would easily produce ten millions, without 
the necessity of fettering trade or commerce with any 
burthensome restriction, and without imposing upon agri- 
culture any serious charge. One half of the offical per- 
Sonages might be dismissed, without any detriment to 
the service of the state ;—and many of theremaining half 
mivht have their salaries reduced one half without entail- 
ing any material privation upon them ; but they are all 
wanted to vote for the continuance of eachother! The 
ministry multiply their adherents, not out of national, 
necessity, but from party feeling : and whatever is forced 
from them by popular clamour, the last they would re- 
linvuish would be their Adred adherents ; whom they 
vould rather retain at reduced salaries, then dismiss 
pon any consideration. Hence the pertinacity with 
which the two notoriously useless lords of the admiralty 
were defended. The minister by losing them, lost the 
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bribe of tire places in support of the ministerial mea. 
sures. ‘The useless post-master general was defended op, 
the same grounds; and to influence the fears of som, 
gentlemen who might have such places in prospect, 
he ventured to point cut to the members the folly 
of abolishing places which might one day be ne- 
cessary lo hire votes on their side, honestly confess. 
ing that, we.e it not for such bribes, no Ministry 
could be supported! and that corrupt influence was 2 
necessary ingredient in the government! It requires 
no peculiar powers of discrimination to perceive, that a 
scheme of rational finance, founded on the principles of 
justice and economy, can have no possible chance of be- 
ing adopted by the managers of a system, which, by 
their own confession, depends for its support upon cor- 
vupt influence and mercenary bribes! And it is equally 
clear, that our politicians should, in the first place, di- 
rect their attention to a Reform of the Representation of 
the people ; as a farmer would grub up the brambles, 
and clear away the underwood, before he thought of 
sowing wheat on the spot where they grew. Yet we are 
not about to deny, that an investigation of any branch of 
political economy can be without its use. Their resulls 
may be one day requisite; and for that purpose it is de- 
sirable they should be recorded! In another point of 
view, they may also be advantageous ; for as they ex- 
hibit what might be done for the benefit of the people, 
in contrast with the conduct of those who only benefit 
themselves, they tend to propagate the conviction of the 
necessity of that Reform, which is ‘* the one thing need- 
“ful,” as the only means of recovering what is lost, and 
of securing what remains. There are points on which 
we differ in some degree, with the writer; but the supe- 
rior reason and justice of his propositions over the vile 
system to which they are opposed, preclude the necessily 
of noticing the difference ; the more especially as we are 
satistied no official notice will be taken of them. 


‘As it is universally admitted that the extent of the Agr 
culiultural Distress is such, that no adequate means of reliet 
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have hitherto been proposed, I therefore, with great deference 
to Ministers and the public at large, beg leave to suggest the 
following: Taxation and Charity have made a great noise, 
the former being oppressive to many, the latter has been Justil 
roared out at all public dinners; but neither has had the in- 
tended effect, because, the Almighty says, every man shall give 
to the poor, according to his ability, therefore taxation, in the 
first instance, is contrary to God’s command, and although Mr, 
Pitt did succeed in obtaining the means for carrying on the war 
at the expeace of the public, more particularly the poor, still 
it was a violation of God’s command. Now to put the best 
construction on it, | willallow that it was so ordained, to punish 
those who have suffered, and benefit those who have gained, but 
still God in his merciful goodness will not punish for ever, nei- 
ther will he continue his benefits to those who do not make a 
proper use of them—yet, on the contrary, if his commands are 
obeyed, his bountiful goodness will be completely veritied, if 
the following plan is adopted, he having given us peace and 
plenty :— 

“ Ist. Take off all oppressive taxes from the poor, including 
the Land-tax and Corn Bill. 

“ By doing this, it will reduce the price of living at least one- 
third, which I believe to be equal in value to all the oppressive 
taxes together. 

2ndly. Allow foreign corn to be imported free of duty, from 
all parts of the world. 

“ Subject the owners to take in return British manufactured 
goods tor the whole amount, except 15 or 20 per cent. to pay 
the charges, &c. incurred on introduction, giving the seller the 
option of selling the whole or part for cash, or receiving ma- 
tufactures in direct exchange. The foreigners will prefer this 
plan to the present duty imposcd, because it will prevent said 
article from perishing in warehouses, by which they do not 
alone lose all, but they incur expences besides, the same loss ag 
the Monopolist experience here, and it will assist the manufacz 
turers in taking off their goods in exchange, and will afford em- 
ployment to the millers, by grinding it into flour; it will aso 
enable the farmer to breed poultry and cattle in abundance, of 
which the poor will be enabled to partake. 

3dly. Controul the Land-owners, as necessity may require, at 
the proper time to sow as much corn as may be necessary for 
the consumption, including the quantity at market, so as not 


to be without by short crops, approaching war, or other casual- 
tes, 
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“ Shonld the Land-owner say he will not be controlled, then 
covernment should impose a tax equal toa heavy rent,but not in- 
cluding lawns,gardens,shrubberries,&c. for in peace there will be 
sucha redundancy of cornas torenderthe controul almost useless, 
the surplus of which, if made into flour, will find a market in 
the West Indies or elsewhere, as the distance is le ss than Evst 
India rice being re-shipped for the West Indies, besides enabl. 
ing us to supply our continental neighbours if the y req! ure if, 
It may beobserved how many Quakers live by trading in eorn 
only, by which many have realized large fortunes. As to the 
claim of protection which the Corn Bill proposed to atiord, the 

Land-owners were by no means entitled toit, for several rea- 
SONS ; first, no such, protection 13 cranted to any individual 
who seilews unfortunate speculations in trade; raagieony: the 
Land-owner made great interest’ by his lad war time; 
and 3rdly, it is counteracting Gad's “‘gcoduess, i in giving us ite 
benefit of that abundance. Any poor man having an unexpired 
jease, the same should hav ea sudden death, the ower taking 
possession thereof, paying the manager either an annual s: ary, 
for a share of the surplus of the produce of the land,as may ise 
agreed on, after supplying the estate and its contingent expences 
of labourers &c. a proper consideration to be mide to the 
former owner for any losses which he might have sustained by 
improving the property. 


“ Athly. ‘Pas householders, and fundholders, 10 per cent. 
upon their incomes. 

‘IT would except those whose only means are as follows: 
Single men, aged and sickly women, and widows wit! ivoneeliliaai 
501. a- year—married men and widows with children 100! per 
sear- -the parties to verify by afhidavit, duly attested. I 
would also except foreigners residing abroad, but English ab- 
sentees should be liable to this tax, as living here will be less 
expensive than in other countnies, Much has been said of 
violating faith with the public creditor, in which I do not 
coincide, because when former loans were contracted, their 
conditions secured the wealthy, but as no such precaution ts 
afforded to the poor when they are taxed without their consent, 
if this latter be allowed, justice demands that the funds should 
contribute to the revenue as well as the poor, since all other 
property contributes, for merchants, manufacturers, and trades- 
people of all descriptions contribute i in two ways tothe revenue ; 
first, by their mode of living; 2ndly, what their business pro- 
duces, besides employing the poor, and being subject to losses 
as well as gains ; whilst ‘the fund-holder only contributes by his 
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mode of living—therefore the Inquisitorial tax on income should 
not be imposed on any person in business; as for example, ifa 
wealthy merchant employs all his capital in business, the revenue 
will gain more by him than by any other class of persons ; also 
if he has part of his property in houses, or in funds, said por- 
tion will contribute its share to the revenue. If fund-holders 
object to this, many of them can sell out, and thus realize a 
profit of from 30 to 40 per cent. more than the original 
cost. 

‘“ Sthly. Impose 27 per cent. Export duty on all British 
manufactured goods except watches and silks. 

© Plain Jacconots, Cambric Muslins, and Cotton Lace, will 
bear no more. It will be a mere nothing, when it is considered, 
how much we already undersell all other markets. The poor 
women would be relieved of a great grievance of paying 30 per 
cent. duty on some of their garments, (which many of them 
help to make themselves) the collection of which, and returning 
the same to the shipper on the quantily exported, leaves so little 
for the Revenue, that the Foreigner is enabled to wear the ar- 
ticle much cheaper than the poor women who make it ; besides, 
the reduction on the expense of living, will be more than equal 
to the tax proposed. 

“Cthly. Government to receive two-thirds of the present 
average ‘Poor Rates, adding the same to the Assessed Taxes. 

“'t his mode will consolidate the expense of collection—the 
said two thirds -hould be reserved in procuring labour for the 
poor who cannot find employment elsewhere, by purchasing 
what is called in America Bellering Houses, tinding food for 
the same, &c. leaving the other third forthe public to provido 
forthe children, the aged, and helpless. Many say the poor 
are paid for their labour in proportion to the taxes; which I 
admit, when there is sufficient trade; but when the reverse, 
they cannot get sufficient to liveon: therefore these bettering 
houses should provide employment for them in any way as near 
as possible to their usual occupations, giving them the benefit 
of uccasional change of air, by procuring then employment in 
harvest time when their services may be required, Persons in 
factories may, by an early application, reap the same advantages, 
as they will be weil ted and lodged, and have good home brew- 
cd beer, with a trifle of money to buy clothes. This plan will 
probably be expensive in the outset, and make the manufacturers 
Jealous of being undersold,—to present which, the article so 
manutactured should be sold at public saleto the manufacturers 
exclusively, two or three times a-year ; and if they should find 
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it occasionally inconvenient to buy, then the surplus demand 
may be shipped to the East Indies on Government account, 
there being a large field in that quarter for the consumption of 
our goods, the produce of which with the two thirds of the 
average poor rates, will repay government for the expenses of 
the houses and food, with clo‘hes occasionally, as all the afore- 
said will be so very low. The expence of purchasing these 
Bettering Houses will not be so great as may at first sight appear, 
because many of the Police offices now occupied may be ren- 
dered available for this object. 

“ 7thiy Suspend the operation of the Sinking Fund. 

‘* After duly considering the nature of this Fund, I conceive 
it to amount to this—that Government tax the public, more 
particularly ¢he poor, with several millions per year, which ena- 
bles certain classes of people to speculate with the amount, 
many of whom are sure to gain considerably, say all that the 
public loses; it also causes the ruin of many famiies, suicides, 
&c.: thus depriving the revenue of their contributions thereto, 
whilst many of the gainers do not contribute one farthing more 
in consequence. ‘To prove that Government loses by the 
Sinking Fund, examine the terms on which loans were con- 
tracted, and the prices given for the redemption of the debt, 
when the loss will be obvious, Government appears to have 
succeeded in the right of cailing in the five-per cents., aud sub. 
stituting the fours, but they forget, that they will lose as much 
in redeeming the debt at the present high prices, as they will 
gain by the recent change. As Government has the option of 
doing the best for the public, I should recommend the giving 
notice of their intention to suspend future purchases for this 
Fund, until consols fall to 70, then purchase as much at or 
below as their means will afford, which will keep the price very 
steady, without subjecting the public to such great losses as 
hitherto. With the surplus revenue, or money in hand, the 
Government has various means of reducing the debt, by calling 
in Exchequer bills, contracting advantageous loans, &c. 

‘* Sthiy. Impose stamps on bankers’ cliecks. 

‘“ T recommend something less than the duties now imposed 
on receipts, as a further tax on business, in lieu of what was 
tormerly called the inquisitorial tax on trade, having previously 
explained how much the revenue is benefited by commerce. 

 Othly. Government to issue Twenty Millions of Exchequer 
bills without interes’. 

“ These issues | should advise to be in bills of not less than 
£100 each, and at the expiration of the present charter of the 
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sank Company, or before, if it can be so arranged, their notes 
not to exceed £50 each, as the twenty millions should be circu- 
lated in lieu of large Bank-notes, and bullion to be purchased 
with the amount, to be kept as a bulwark, in case of war, against 
the numerous enemies we may have to encounter, and avoid the 
necessity of making such large sacrifices as were experienced in 
ihe late war to obtain it. 

“ 10thly. To suppress begging altogether. 

“ The bettering houses and employment therein, will pre- 
clude the necessity of and excuse for it. 

“In adopting this plan, members of parliament may save 
themselves the trouble of going to connty meetings, and 
preaching there as well as in parliament, the causes of the 
agricultural distress, and the relief they ought to have, for 
two reasons: first, that they themselves are all similarly situ- 
ated: secondly, they possess the means of relief within their 
own reach. Some land-owners or farmers who have no other 
property but land, little or much, will be wholly freed from 
all taxes, except on their houses, if large enough; on wine 
and spirits—the just reason for this 1s, that any tax on said 
people would enhance the price of living, therefore what they 
save in that respect, they make up to the public in another. 
As to the difference of value in the currency of the country, 
by returning to cash-payments, I do not perceive any deprecia- 
tion, of which so much as_ been said, as if a Bank of England 
note or a sovereign were exchanged they brought equal value; 
the only difference (if such you may call it) that this plan will 
wake to three parts of the wealthy, ts the paying a debt in the 
former, or the latter, for the savings they will derive in the 
exqgence of living. and the abolition of the land-tax, will be 
epuivalent to the income-tax now proposed. The other fourth, 
who possess overgrown fortunes, | conceive ought to be subjected 
tv an income-tax of 15 per cent., calculating on the savings be- 
fore mentioned, as they would not be placed in a worse situation 
ihan they were when the late property-tax existed. The pre- 
sent grievances of tythes will be done away with by this plan, as 
the land owners will know how to regulate them better than 
the farmers do. It may be asked, what is to become of the 
clerks who by this means will be discharged from the public 
offices? in answer to which. I suggest that many of them 
would be employed in superintending the regulations of the 
bettering houses. ‘Those who have saved money, may pur- 
chare land cheap, and enjoy the fruits thereof in their old age ; 


sthers. who have saved sufficient to live on, of course will not. 
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require the beneht of these suggestions. 1 hope the rich wifi 
not think the intended improvement in the condition of the 
poor, too great, asit must be admitted, that all the comforts 
and luxuries which the former enjoy, are principally provided 
by the labourof the latter, besides the additional claim of hay- 
ing fought their battles in war, to protect them and their pro- 
perty from the enemy. 


“ SOLOMON GOMES DA COSTA. 





‘© Nelson Terrace, Stoke Newington, 
28th March, 1822. 
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LINCOLN COUNTY MEETING. 

Major Cartwright addressed a letter to the Chairman, for the 
purpose of being read to the late County Meeting of Lincoln, on 
the subject of Reform. This letter having been suppressed by the 
Chairman, the Major has sent us the following copy for publica- 


tion. 


To the Chairman of the Lincolnshire Mecting, to be holden on the 
19th of this month, respecting a reform in the Representation 


in Parliament. 
London, Aprif 14, 1822. 


PIR, 

Being a freeholder of your county, nothing but age and 
infirmity would prevent my performing the duty of attending the 
assembly over which, on the day above mentioned, you will pre- 
side. 

Inability to be present in person, will, I trust, plead my ex- 
cuse for submitting, by your kindness, to the parties assembled, a 
few thoughts by letter. Whatever may be the defects of that let- 
ter, it will at least be an honest representative of him by whom it 
is sent. 

The writer, Sir, having been, for nearly half a century, 
respect of the subject to come under discussion, neither a caré- 
los observer nor av untndustrious: labourer, he hopes he mar 


be allowed to observe, that, in all the other public meetings re 
é 
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cently held for promoting parliamentary reform, resolutions have 
been passed, and petitions have been adopted, in which the remedy 
for the innumerable and unspeakable evils resulting from a corrupt 
usurpation in place of parliamentary representation, hath not by 
the petitioners been specifically expressed, but merely implied ; 
eaving the interpretation wholly fo the very parties whose op- 
pressions were the subject of complaint. 

Viewing the usurpations of a great majority of the seats in the 
Commons House even in the mildest light,—that of a debt tothe 
acgrieved peopie,—who, Sir, ever heard of injured creditors, 
whilst remonstrating with fraudulent debtors, aud claiming pay- 
ment of what was dueto them, wholiy leaving to such defrauders 
themselves to say, what was the amount of the debt; and to dole 
outin the way of discharge, just as much, or as little, as they 
should be pleased to pay ? After a thousand refusals to acknow- 
ledge the existence of any debt at all, who, it is asked, ever 
heard of such imbecility on the part of creditors? 

After an uncommonly long controversy on all the points touching 
Teform, and terminating in the clearest results, the writer cannot, 
Sir, but view the conduct of petitioners here noticed, as an 
error of very great magnitude and one which his long experience 
tells him, must have, unless timely corrected by those who are yet 
to follow, extremely disastrous consequences, 


Ought Englishmen to complain of grievances they do not under- 


stand? Does it become them to claim rights they are incapable 


of describing? Surely, Sir, such courses are uaworthy of a people 


Whose ancestors by all nations has been locked up to, as theo- 


retic preachers and practical instructors, in whatever related to 
political liberty ! 


What, then, sir, should induce us to omit, plainly and firmly, 
to state the remedy we seek ; and specifically to set forth the sa- 
cred rights we wate ? That wrong-doers may not have any pre- 
tence for alfecting nel to understand us; nor apy means of ev ading 
an act of justice, but a hardened determination to continue in the 
open violation of our rights. 

Undeniable right, together wiih the only possible means of 
redress, h aving ‘Steed once, in the si: uple language of resistiess, 
trath, pronounced | by the voice of a large couaty, a solid founda- 
tion for Noanimily oedil be laid ; for our countrymen, if not, as 4 
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relude to national destruction, deprived of understanding, would 
naturally follow the example, until our very oppressors, taught 
to respect the public opinion, should themselves enact a complete 
reform. Gentlemen who, by such omissions as aforesaid, haye 
misled public meetings, have uot, it is presumable been aware of 
the luxuriant growth of corruptions, of which, if not counteracted 
bya more correct conduct of others, they might have sown the 
prolific seed. 

Without further preface, let the writer, therefore, hope, that 
after other counties have erred, the county of Lincoln will think 
ithigh time for proving that Englishmen indeed understand those 
principles of the constitution, by the practical application of which 
their grievances would be fully redressed ; but without which ap. 
plication they must increase, and an abject slavery, under a mi. 
litary despotisin, must be their country’s doom. 

The whole secret, Sir, for the recovery of liberty, a relief from 
tyrannical taxation, aud a future security of property, lies in the 
narrow compass of four concise propositions of extreme simpli- 
city, of obvious rectitude, and of easy practicability, as follows :— 

i. That adi men, from the time of liability to serve in arms, for 
defence of the state, shall practically enjoy the inherent right of 
voting in the election of a Commons’ House, who are to make the 
laws that may affect their property, their liberty, and their lives, 

9. That representation throughout the kingdom shall be equal, 

3. Thai, for securing to each successive generation that rightful 
inheritance of political liberty, without unjust postponement, 
parliaments shall be annually elected. 

4. That, for protection against oppression for freely voting, 
the elections shall be by dadlot. 

The writer may now say, in the words of the present Duke of 
Bedford * the remedy is at hand, simple, and of easy altainment.” 
That is, whenever the PEOPLE shall bave the virtue to claim its 
application. 

It is not, sir, without the maturest reflection, thatan eld man 
tenders to the assembled county the foregoing propositions. By 
the fiery ordeal of more than a forty years’ discussion, their rec- 
titude hath been ascertained; as, in’ 4 Bild ef Rights and Li- 
berties,’ which has now been before the public full five years 
during which period, as far as the writer knows, not a sinvle defect 
in principle, nota single difficulty in practice, hath been poiuted 
out by any critie of any party, their practicability has been made 
manifest. 

‘} have the honour to be, Sir, &c., 


(Signed) JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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